s

““THE BUILDE R

phone (843) 747-0479  fax: (843)225-7257 e-mail: stthomas@stthomasofsc.com

St. Thomas Episcopal Church ¢ 1150 East Montague Avenue * North Charleston, South Carolina 29405

November 2009
Scatter Seeds of Faith and Hope

Do you ever feel the world is changing faster than you can comprehend or understand what it means? New technol-

ogy, consumer product s, and how we do things chan
God. It is a word which continues to comfort and
Unfortunately people arendét tuned in to the word

yourself having a conversation with a friend, only to be interrupted with a cell phone or text message? Everywhere
I go, people seem to be living in their own little technological world. They are glued to their Face Book, MySpace
pages or listening to something on YouTube.

This Builder article, I want write about the parable of the Sower and the Seed. If you read in the 4th chapter of
Mark, verses 13-20, you will discover that Jesus explained the meaning of the parable to his listeners. When seeds
are scattered on a path they will never produce. They are trampled on or eaten by birds and animals. Those on the
path are the ones who are easy prey because they have closed their ears to the word of God. Instead of being open
to the lessons of life, they just wing it.

The Bible can provide everything we need to know about life. Not only can it teach us, it can inspire us,
comfort us and help us with our relationships.
be |Ii ke the seed on the path who never | istens.

| t
To

in all | i febs circumstances. God is still speaking

When seeds are sowed among the rocks they <canodt

beginning but because they have no roots, they wither and die. Such it is for our faith. We can go through the
motions, pretend that we are listening but when we meet up with a crisis we panic or give up. We need to be rooted
in the faith to sustain us through the difficult challenges of life.

The seeds that were planted among the thorns are those that choke them and prevent them from growing. Since we
live in such a complex society it is not easy to maintain a vibrant faith. We are easily distracted by the cares of the
worl d. There is a multitude of activities that
of faith in a world that pulls us in so many directions.

The parable of the sower provides words of encouragement because it ultimately promises great yields, 30, 60, even
a 100. By listening to God and planting our seeds of faith in good soil we can expect results. Those results are

experiencing the grace of God in our lives.

This is a parable of hope. The point is we must scatter seeds of faith in each part of our lives. God wants us to take
advantage of every opportunity to spread the word and teach others about the faith because God is still speaking.

Fr. Jim+



POPVPPPPVPIPPIPVPIVIIPIPIIIIPIPIPY AN A RN NN
& i v  November Birthdays o
3% _% November v . = o
h Happy . . ¥ & . . . =
@ Annidersany Anniversaries v §2. Linda Brinson 19. Maddie Steen §§
: : 3. Margie Morgan 22. Kim Horton &
@ 10. Jim & Janice Guest v % 9. Nancy Pott.er. 23. Larry Vaughn %
@ 23. Anthony & Mary Ellen deGeorge v =& 10. Mardell Wllhams 24. Edith Reeves &
® 25. Chuck & Anne Allen ¢ % 10. Pat Morris 24. Toni Ann Fancy &
® 27 Neal & Elizabeth Weber @ % 14. Barton Carson 24. Rachel Keller %
¥ 30. Eddie & Lennis Driggers ¥ & 18. Beth Macaulay 25.Jim Wooldridge &
:VVVVVVVVQVVQVVVQVOVQ: % 19. Vera Carson 26 Justin Ob66rad

&
e Lt

6:00 pm-8:00 pm

Come join us for a fish fry on the Ist Wednesday in November.

Included in the dinner will be cole slaw, hushpuppies, baked beans.
We will have some hot dogs for non-fish eaters.

r S" RY Wednesday, November 4, 2009
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«% SPECIAL invitation. This is a favorite with the «%
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*‘“ -. fellowship, great program and begin our Advent *‘“
&
«= season. The meat, dressing, gravy and drinks ¢&
2 are provided and we request parishioners to “%
o . . .
4"{*‘ bring a "covered dish". It is usually a night of g@
@ wonderful food and entertainment. Please come @
«% and have a great time. For further information ;g%
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outreach Update

Our Christmas outreach project this year will be for the children at York Place. The St. Thomas
church family will be taking a day trip to York Place on Saturday, November 21* -- everyone is invited
and encouraged to attend. We are beginning the collection of items early so that we can deliver them
during our visit. A few of the items needed by the children are listed below:

NIV Adventure Bibles
NIV Teen Study Bibles
Red Heart Yarn

Donation to Scholarship Fund (medical, dental, etc.)

= =/ =A =4 =

Monies for educational/field trip fund/equipment for tennis program
Gift cards (Wal-Mart, Target, McDonalds, etc.)

Lowcountry Food Bank: As in year’s past, we will be collecting non-perishable food items on the Sun-
day prior to Thanksgiving, November 22", There will be a bin in the narthex in which you may place
your donations.

Thank youfor your donations of coats, sweaters and jackets for Tricounty Family Ministries.

If you have any suggestions, questions or concerns about Outreach, please contact one of the committee
members: Yvonne or Pete Finne, Janice Guest, Deacon Ed Hancock, Rosalie Lawrence, Brooks Moore,
Richard Stanley, Nancy Wooldridge or Mary Kauser.
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&= It has been a privilege and my pleasure to have served as one of your ushers for the past sixteen years. &
ﬁ (Six as team captain.) 1 will miss my 10:30 friends and welcoming newcomers to our church. &
& Sara Powel | iPet eo
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Mark Your Calendar For Upcoming Events
i In November
November 1st- All Saints Sunday
;November 4th - Fish Fry

November 21st - York Place Visit

November 22nd - Thanksgiving Service One Service Only at 9:30 a.m.  Please bring
canned goods for Low Country Food Bank

;November 30th - Decorate Holiday Island

In December

December 6th - Advent Dinner at St. Thomas Church - 6:00 p.m.
i December 12th - Christmas Party at the Rectory - 5:00-7:00 p.m.

I 0 I It I It

%DecemberZOth-Bishopés Visitation at 8: 00 a é
ry December 24th - Christmas Pageant 5:00 p.m. ﬁ
December 24th - Christmas Eve Worship 10:30 p.m. ¥
December 27th - Lessons & Carols 9:30 a.m. %
FYPPPYPYIPYPYPPYPPIPYPYPPYPIPPYPIFSPYPPFPEVYYY Y
The weekend of October 23™, 24", and 25", the 6™, 7", and 8" grade members of our Youth Group went to
Camp St. Christopher for the diocesan event, Mondo. There were nearly 300 middle school students at this
event . Our students who went were Bl ake St dgen,
with myself and Michael Turner as adul't |l eaqers

teachings centered on Ephesians 3: 20-21. Our lead speaker was a youth minister by the name of Dave
Libbon who enthusiastically led our sessions, and had moving testimonials from high school students woven
into them. Our worship music was provided by a group of students from Holy Cross, and were absolutely
amazing. We were all wonderfully affected by the power of the Holy Spirit, who being so completely with

us, was almost touchable.

Yours in Christ, Kim Horton
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ECW NEWS

Charleston/Charleston - West Deanery Gathering

On Saturday, October 17, fifteen of our St. Thomas ladies (the most impressive showing) attended the
annual Charlestond Char | est on West Deanery Gathering at
from various ministries and churches shared their outreach mission work with a receptive audience. Among
others, presentations included: CHAP (Christian Haitian American Partnership) our current Diocesan ECW
Project; Newborns In Need: Coastal Crisis Ministries; Cancer Survivors Dragon Boat; and our own Christmas
Outreach Project, York Place. After Eucharist in the main church, ladies enjoyed a delicious lunch and

fell owship with other women in our deaneri eg|.

Retreat, Feb. 12-14 at Camp St. Christopher, during which Bishop Lawrence will lead us in a study of the
book of Ruth. Look for more information in the upcoming Jubilate Deo.

POLO’S & T-SHIRTS
As we are still getting many enquires about purchasing shirts, we have decide to sell them again dur-
ing November. Pol obs are $24. 00 eshigshre $15200. dOrd&

forms will be available in the Narthex, and church office. Orders must be received by November 22 to ensure
delivery by Christmas. These shirts will make great Christmas gifts. If you have questions please contact
Diane Cothran or Mary Frances Ahl.

ADVENT DINNER

Our annual Advent dinner will be Sunday, December 6, 2009 beginning at 6:00 pm in Mullinax Hall.
Everyone is invited to attend and bring a covered dish. Turkey & Ham will be provided. If you are interested
in assisting in any way please see me.

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 4 T First Wednesday Fish Fry
November 218 York Place Visitd “Seeing is Believing”
December 68 Advent Dinner
December 128 Christmas Party at the Rectory
December200 Bi shopdés Recepti on

January 60 First Wednesday

Your in the Faith,

Mary Frances Ahl

St
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A special thanks to Father Jim and our entire St. Thomas family for your prayers, visits, cards, beautiful flow-
ers, phone calls and food during my recent surgery and hospitalization. Words are inadequate to express my
and my familybés sincere appreciation for your| | o
love and concern.  Mary Ellen deGeorge
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«““ Many of us like to send Christmas cards to members of our parish family, but the escalating cost of é’h
& ¢ postage makes it very expensive. Last 4 years have been a huge success so we are going to do it again this ¢§

@ year. Project “Save-a-Stamp” JS‘
e 2

[ e

A . .. . . . %

2-@ Beginning at Thanksgiving, a large decorated box will be placed in the Narthex. Christmas cards (for our |28
@ parish family only) may be placed in the box, NO STAMP NEEDED!! Each week, volunteers will sort &=

sthe cards alphabetically, and place them ;¢ a
v

@avallabletobeplckedup by the recipbSttampgod \E?lrloljercmnotstarvgugh

ﬁ
«ea If you would like to help us, please contact: Frances Elliott at 553-8931 or Edith in the office at 747-0479 “,;a
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